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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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Status of Claims 

1. This action is in reply to the response filed on 08/26/2010. 

2. Claims 3-7, 1 3-1 7, and 42-50 have been canceled. 

3. Claims 1 , 8, and 28 have been amended by Examiner's amendment below. 

4. Claim 2 has been canceled by Examiner's amendment below. 

5. Claims 1 , 8-1 2, and 1 8-41 are currently pending and have been examined. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1 , 8-12, and 18-41 are allowed. See Reasons for Allowance under separate heading. 

Information Disclosure Statement 



7. The Information Disclosure Statement filed on 03/21/2011 has been considered. An initialed copy 
of the Form 1449 is enclosed herewith. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

8. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the 
issue fee. 

9. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Joel 
Fogelson on 24 November 2010. 

10. The application has been amended as follows: 
CLAIM 1: 

(currently amended) A method of controlling a financial transaction between a receiver 
and a content provider occurring over a network operated by a network operator, wherein said 
content provider offers enhanced content programming relating to the financial transaction, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

intercepting a user request for the enhanced content programming, said user request 
originating in the receiver, wherein said intercepting step is performed by a third party; 

permitting the enhanced content programming to be provided to the receiver over the 
network in response to the user request only if the content provider is an authorized content 
provider of the third party and preventing the transmission of content to said user if said content 
provider is unauthorized, wherein said permitting step is performed by said third party; afi4 

storing information relating to the enhanced content programming provided to the 
receiver in response to the user request, wherein said storing step is performed by said third 
party, wherein said third party is not a content provider itself for said user request [[.]]; and 
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determining if the content provider is authorized by the network operator to offer 
enhanced content programming over the network, wherein said request for said content is 
intercepted by said third party and rerouted by said third party to said authorized content provider 
for said enhanced content programming if said user request was directed to said unauthorized 
content provider. 

CLAIM 2: 

(cancelled) 

CLAIM 8: 

(currently amended) A method for monitoring a network transaction between a user 
receiver and a content provider, the method comprising the steps of: 

intercepting a user request directed at the content provider by the user receiver, wherein 
said intercepting is performed by a third party; 

appending additional parameters to said user request; directing said appended user 
request to the content provider if the content provider is authorized to provide enhanced content 
programming to the user receiver and performing at least one of the following steps if the content 
provider is unauthorized; 

terminating the network transaction between the user receiver and the content provider if 
the content provider is unauthorized, and forwarding said appended user request to a substitute 
content provider if the content provider is unauthorized; 

otherwise if the content provider is authorized intercepting a user request response 
directed at the user receiver by the content provider, wherein said user request response 
comprises at least a portion of the network transaction and said intercepting is performed by said 
third party; 

extracting information from said intercepted user request response; and- 
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forwarding said user request response by said third party to the user 
receiver [[.]]; and 

determining if the content provider is authorized by the network operator to offer 
enhanced content programming over the network, wherein said request for said content is 
intercepted by said third party and rerouted by said third party to said authorized content provider 
for said enhanced content programming if said user request was directed to said unauthorized 
content provider. 

CLAIM 28: 

(currently amended) A method of controlling a network transaction, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

directing enhanced broadcast information via a network to a plurality of receivers wherein 
said network is controlled by a network operator, and wherein at least a portion of said enhanced 
broadcast information is provided by at least one content operator; 

detecting triggers within said portion of said enhanced broadcast information provided by 
said at least one content provider, wherein said detecting step is performed by a third party; 

intercepting by said third party a user request directed at said at least one content 
provider from a receiver of said plurality of receivers coupled to said network; 

directing said intercepted user request to a third party controller; 

appending third party parameters to said intercepted user request; 

directing said appended user request to said at least one content provider if said at least 
one content provider is authorized and redirecting said user request to an authorized content 
provider if it is determined that said at least one content provider is not authorized; 

appending third party markers to a response to said appended user request, wherein 
said appending step is performed by said at least one content provider; directing said appended 
response to said receiver; 



Application/Control Number: 09/636,393 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3621 

detecting by said third party controller said third party markers appended to said 
response; and- 

storing transaction information provided by said at least one content provider in said 
response, wherein said storing step is controlled by said third party controller [[.]]; and 

determining if the content provider is authorized by the network operator to offer 
enhanced content programming over the network, wherein said request for said content is 
intercepted by said third party and rerouted by said third party to said authorized content provider 
for said enhanced content programming if said user request was directed to said unauthorized 
content provider. 
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11. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

None of the art of record, taken individually or combination, disclose at least the method 
step or system components of: 

• controlling a financial transaction between a receiver and a content provider 
occurring over a network operated by a network operator, wherein said content 
provider offers enhanced content programming relating to the financial 
transaction, the method comprising the steps of: 

• intercepting a user request for the enhanced content programming, said user 
request originating in the receiver, wherein said intercepting step is performed by 
a third party; 

• permitting the enhanced content programming to be provided to the receiver over 
the network in response to the user request only if the content provider is an 
authorized content provider of the third party and preventing the transmission of 
content to said user if said content provider is unauthorized, wherein said 
permitting step is performed by said third party; 

• storing information relating to the enhanced content programming provided to the 
receiver in response to the user request, wherein said storing step is performed 
by said third party, wherein said third party is not a content provider itself for said 
user request; and 

• determining if the content provider is authorized by the network operator to offer 
enhanced content programming over the network, wherein said request for said 
content is intercepted by said third party and rerouted by said third party to said 
authorized content provider for said enhanced content programming if said user 
request was directed to said unauthorized content provider. 
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12. The Examiner has carefully reviewed the Applicants comments and assertions and agrees: 



Ben-Shaul teaches that it is the user who needs to be authorized. In contrast, the 
invention is about the authorization of the content provider which supplies requested content, not 
the user (as disclosed in Ben-Shaul). This is a fundamental difference between the Examiner's 
application of the cited art and the invention. Ben-Shaul does not disclose the claimed element of 
"preventing the transmission of content to said user if said content provider is unauthorized". If 
one to logically apply the concept of the "hotlist" to Ben-Shaul, one would develop a system 
where the edge servers 214 of Ben-Shaul would be akin to the repositories in Stefik. The idea of 
the hotlists would then further suggest that Ben-Shaul and Stefik would have a system where the 
population of the same content between different edge servers, in a content delivery network, 
would depend on whether or not the edge server to be populated is secure to have content 
transmitted to such an edge server. This has nothing to "preventing the transmission of content to 
said user if said content provider is unauthorized", where the content to be transmitted is meant 
for a particular user in response to a user request as claimed. 

The claim cites a step of "said request for said content is intercepted by 
said third party and rerouted by said third party to said authorized content provider for said 
enhanced content programming is said user request was directed toward said unauthorized 
content provider." The actual teaching in Ben-Shaul is as disclosed in paragraph 0369 which 
discloses what happens when a server fails. That is, Ben-Shaul teaches the concept of taking a 
user request (which is directed towards a website) and redirecting such a user request to an edge 
server, which in theory has the same content and is closer to a user than the content provider 
specified in a user request. What Ben-Shaul teaches is that a request for content will not be 
forwarded to an edge server, if such an edge server is non-operation. Restating this concept, a 
user request will not be redirected if there is a problem with an edge server. 
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13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure: 

• TAN IG AW A et al. (EP 0 810 790 A2) discloses a transmitting apparatus for an interactive 
communication system using a broadcast wave, which includes a first storage unit, a 
second storage unit, and a transmitting unit. The first storage unit stores a plurality of 
frames of image data. The second storage unit stores control information which shows 
links between said plurality of frames of image data stored in the first storage unit, and 
which indicates a combining of a supplementary design with the image data. These 
supplementary designs are stored by a receiving apparatus and are combined with the 
image represented by the image data. The transmitting unit repeatedly transmits a 
predetermined number of frames of image data together with corresponding control 
information. 

• WUGOFSKI, discloses that xHTML specifies a collection of document type definition 
(DTD) sets that can be combined to specify an xHTML-based platform. Three such 
platforms are used as examples throughout this specification: w3HTML, bHTML, and 
cHTML. The w3HTML platform provides support full World Wide Web (WWW) 
connectivity. The bHTML platform provides a profile for TV-centric products. The cHTML 
platform provides a compact profile for appliance-oriented products. This design allows 
content developers to author content for a variety of platforms and for consumer 
electronics manufacturers to develop a range of platforms, some with full World Wide 
Web operability. 
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• CHEE et al. (UK Patent Application GB 2,340,276 A) discloses creating print-enabled 
JAVA applet advertisement banners (Figs. 3 and 4). Whereas normally, clicking on a 
banner advertisement would take the user to the home page of the advertising business, 
and the user would have to navigate the Web to find the appropriate information (click- 
through), the present invention provides extensions to the advertisement banners, 
enabling printed content to be obtained with a one-click request from the Web 
advertisement. This enables direct Web delivery of, e.g. printed produce literature, 
purchase orders, coupons, gift certificates and tickets, without the advertiser needing to 
develop a Web site. When the user clicks on the banner to request a printable page, a 
hard copy server retrieves the requested information and formats it based on the 
capabilities of the requesting Web browser, platform and operating system. Print enabling 
code (i.e. to cause automatic page printing or to provide printing instructions for the user, 
depending on whether or not the browser is print-capable) are also embedded into the 
printable page before sending it to the browser. The printable content can be dynamically 
generated, and the printed deliveries can be tracked. 

• TEN KATE et al. (WO 98/53611) discloses a television transmitter transmits additional 
information in the form of Web pages along with the television signal. The transmission 
further includes triggers (71) for selectively invoking said Web pages in synchronism with 
the program. The triggers include (or refer to) a perceptible signal, e.g. a pictogram or an 
audible beep. In response to receiving a trigger, a receiver reproduces said perceptible 
signal without substantially disturbing the television screen. The user is thus timely 
alerted about additional information related to the television program when viewing it. 
Then, he may or may not invoke the relevant Web page at his own discretion. To inform 
the public in advance of the triggers that will be broadcast and to provide easy access to 
the Web pages at an earlier or later stage, the transmission further includes a table of 
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contents (80) identifying the triggers that are being transmitted during the program. The 
table of contents itself may be invoked by a trigger (70). 



Application/Control Number: 09/636,393 Page 12 

Art Unit: 3621 

14. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or concerning this 
communication or earlier communications from the Examiner should be directed to James A. 
Reagan ( iames.reagan@uspto.GOv ) whose telephone number is 571.272.6710. The Examiner 
can normally be reached on 8:00a - 5:00p M-F. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone 
are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, ANDREW J. FISCHER can be reached at 
571.272.6779. 



15. Should Applicant desire in the future to receive formal or informal email communications from the 
Examiner (e.g. acknowledgments, references, courtesy copies of documents, etc.), the electronic 
file must contain written authorization to conduct email communications. See MPEP §502.03 III. 
For Applicant's benefit, exemplary language for written authorization is in MPEP §502.03 III. 1J4. 
The exemplary language is: 



Recognizing that Internet communications are not secure, I hereby 
authorize the USPTO to communicate with me concerning any subject 
matter of this application by electronic mail. I understand that a copy of 
these communications will be made of record in the application file. 



16. In the situation where Applicant desires to receive email communications from the Examiner, the 
Examiner suggests placing the above exemplary language in Applicant's next correspondence. 

17. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://portal.uspto.aov/external/portal/pair . Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866.217.9197 (toll-free). 
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18. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to 571-273-8300. 



19. Hand delivered responses should be brought to the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office Customer Service Window: 

Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314. 

/James A. Reagan/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3621 
lames, reaaan@uspto.gov 
571.272.6710 (Office) 
571.273.6710 (Desktop Fax) 



